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Background information 
This document contains extracts from the following recent HELCOM meetings which are of relevance for the 

Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area: 

 46th meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HOD 46-2014) 

 8th meeting of the Group on the Implementation of the Ecosystem approach (GEAR 8-2014) 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note and make use of the presented information as appropriate, and in 

particular that: 

 HOD 46-2014 found it important to start cooperating more closely with river basin commissions in 

order to engage them in the work on CART and PLC and requested Working Group PRESSURE to 

consider this at their first meeting when developing a working programme  

 HOD 46-2014 noted that the updating and full operationalization of the MAI-CART follow-up will 

require further work and filling in the knowledge gaps, and requested the new Working Group 

PRESSURE to prioritize this work and come up with a proposal how the work could be organized for 

the HOD 47-2014 meeting in December (cf. document 5-1). 

The Meeting is also invited to take note information on activities related to implementation of ecosystem 

approach and discuss possible contribution of the Pressure group to development of programmes of 

measures, indicator-based system to follow-up the implementation of actions of the BSAP, core indicators 

and the second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea. 
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Relevant outcomes of recent meetings  
 

46th meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HOD 46-2014), 16-17 September 2014, Helsinki, 

Finland 
 

Paragraphs 3.4-3.6 

The Meeting took note of document 4-20 by Sweden on Internal load of plant nutrients in the Baltic Sea, 

with the information that a number of national research projects have explored technical solutions to 

minimize effects of eutrophication through reduction of internal load of nutrients, and the proposal to 

review research and test results in a relevant HELCOM Working Group.  

The Meeting concluded that priority should be given to reducing inputs to the sea, while some innovative 

approaches to cutting nutrients could be seen as a complementary measure. 

The Meeting adopted the Terms of Reference for the new HELCOM Working Group based on LAND and 

LOAD, as amended and contained in Annex 3, and agreed in principle on the name PRESSURE, noting the 

German study reservation on the name. Germany was invited to clarify its study reservation by 24 

September 2014. 

Sweden informed that they will submit an information document on addressing internal load to the next 

meeting of HELCOM Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area and 

also proposed to convene a scientific seminar to further discuss this topic. 

Marine litter (paragraphs 4.1-4.7) 

The Meeting took note of the outcome of the First Regional Workshop for the Regional Action Plan on 

Marine Litter (RAP ML), held in Helsinki, Finland, on 27-28 May 2014 (document 4-7) and appreciated that 

the work on the Action Plan has progressed so well under the leadership of Germany with the assistance of 

the Secretariat.  

The Meeting acknowledged the following comments and information by the Contracting Parties: 

 the comment by Denmark, Finland and Sweden that the development of the plan should continue 

taking into account the corresponding action plan developed in OSPAR; 

 that the EU welcomes the direction the RAP ML is taking, and that the EU has agreed upon an 

aspirational target to reduce marine litter by 30% by 2020 to which the RAP ML will contribute, and 

that in addition to national and regional measures, action and measures on the European level 

could be considered and proposed; 

 the comment by Lithuania proposing to coordinate the relevant targets to reduce marine litter - the 

2013 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration to reduce marine litter by 2025; BSAP Good Ecological Status 

by 2021 and EU level Good Environmental Status by 2020 - i.e. by defining mid-term and long-term 

goals;  

 the comment by Finland to mention in the preamble of the RAP ML the seriousness of the 

problems and to recognize the lack of studies reflecting the scale of the problem in the Baltic Sea; 

 the comment by Denmark that they will consider the proposed commitments in the Action Plan 

once the work on the Plan has further progressed; 

 the comment by Sweden that no upper limit on the amount of garbage to be delivered to port 

reception facilities in relation to Annex V of MARPOL Convention should be specified, and that 

there should be no link between the RAP ML and the ongoing process of the Cooperation Platform 

on Port Reception Facilities. 
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The Meeting noted that comments on the draft of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter can be 

provided by 30 September 2014, after which it will be updated and further elaborated at the Second 

Workshop.  

The Meeting considered and supported the proposed structure and timetable for the further development 

of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter and stressed the need to finalize the Plan by March 2015 for 

adoption by HELCOM 36-2015. The Meeting welcomed that the 2nd draft of the Action Plan will be ready by 

the next meeting of the Heads of Delegation in December (HOD 47-2014) and that it will include a proposal 

for joint measures or regionally coordinated measures.    

The Meeting supported in principle the proposal to develop the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter into a 

HELCOM Recommendation.  

The Meeting endorsed organizing the Second Regional Workshop for the Regional Action Plan on Marine 

Litter on 22-23 October 2014 in Stralsund, Germany. 

Activities of the Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR) (paragraphs 4.8, 4.9, 

4.16-4.18) 

The Meeting took note of the outcomes of GEAR 6-2014 (document 4-6) and GEAR 7-2014 (document 4-12) 

in general and noted the establishment of the Intersessional Group on Programmes of Measures (IG PoM). 

The working group will develop a proposal for joint documentation of existing and planned measures to 

reach Good Environmental Status, and explore possibilities to develop plans for new joint or coordinated 

measures, with the view of preparing a joint report related to programmes of measures that the 

Contracting Parties that are also EU Member States can use as a joint component when reporting MSFD 

Article 13, by the end of 2015.  

The Meeting supported that the GEAR Group will develop an Action Plan to improve coherence in 

approaches of the countries and close knowledge gaps that have been identified in the course of the 

implementation of the BSAP as well as MSFD as far as EU countries are concerned. The Action Plan should 

be ready by the end of 2014 and cover planning until 2018. 

The Meeting took note of the joint NGO paper on Priorities for MSFD Programmes and Measures, 

submitted by CCB (document 4-13). 

The Meeting took note the proposal by CCB on SEA directive and Espoo Convention requirements for the 

MSFD Programme of Measures (PoM) (document 4-19) and noted the view of CCB that GEAR could have a 

coordinating responsibility for assessing transboundary impacts of SEAs. In regard to SEAs the Meeting 

noted: 

 that Sweden and Finland consider that the conduction of  bilateral communications or workshops 

could be a short-term way of proceeding and this could be discussed in the IG PoM under GEAR 

that to conduct an international SEA would require a significant administrative effort not foreseen 

as possible to carry out through GEAR within the given timeframe; 

 the comment by the EU that the MSFD requires that implications of programmes of measures 

beyond national waters are considered. 

The Meeting took note that a flexible solution to consider cross-border issues of programmes of measures 

should be sought for and invited GEAR to consider possible steps on the matter at its next meeting. 

Monitoring and Assessment Group (MONAS) (paragraphs 4.19-4.21) 

The Meeting took note of the outcomes of MONAS 20-2014 and MORE 9-2014 (document 4-4) in general, 

and specifically: 
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 considered the request by MONAS to clarify when the MAI/CART should be reached and took note 

of the reference by the Executive Secretary to the relevant provision in BSAP and the 2013 

Ministerial Declaration; 

 noted that the lack of a HELCOM expert group on hazardous substances is hindering the work of 

developing core indicators and coordinated monitoring programmes of hazardous substances; 

The Meeting took note of the presentation on the project description of the Second Holistic Assessment of 

the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) as contained in document 4-11, taking note of: 

 the support from the EU to the project, while commenting the need to fine-tune the link between 

state, pressures, and impacts so that the project fulfills the purpose of serving as a roof report for 

articles 8, 9, and 10; 

 that German experts have provided detailed comments to the project description that will be 

considered in the further development of the project; 

 the comment by Poland concerning how to harmonize the methodology of HELCOM assessment 

with MSFD reporting demands and the ongoing review of the Commission Decision on 

Methodological Standards for Good Environmental Status. 

The Meeting noted that HELCOM GEAR has agreed in principle that the Second Holistic Assessment should 

be developed so that it can be used by the Contracting Parties also being EU Member States as a joint roof 

report for the 2018 reporting obligations under MSFD Articles 8, 9, and 10, thus there is a common 

understanding among the EU Member States on this matter, and recognized that this will require some 

flexibility in the project implementation to accommodate for possible changes in EC guidelines for reporting 

and methodological standards. 

Land-based Pollution Group (LAND) (paragraphs 4.62-4.81) 

The Meeting took note of the outcome of the 19th Meeting of the HELCOM Land-based Pollution Group 

(LAND 19-2014) (document 4-9) in general, and specifically: 

 supported the proposal by HELCOM LOAD and HELCOM LAND to hold the first meeting of the new 

HELCOM Working Group PRESSURE on 30-31 October 2014 in Finland; 

 thanked Mr. Leonid Korovin, serving as the Chair of HELCOM LAND for many years, for his work and 

dedication to HELCOM matters and efforts, and asked the Secretariat to likewise thank all other 

Chairs and Vice-chairs of the former HELCOM groups for their contribution. 

Following up the discussion at the LAND meeting, the Meeting took note that Finland would like to receive 

more information from Poland related to calculation of the nutrient input from the Wislinka and Police 

phosphogypsum dumpsites to the Baltic Sea to gain a clear picture of the impact of the dumpsite on the 

marine environment. Poland emphasised that mass media is not a confident source of information on the 

state of the environment. Poland indicated that the information provided by experts concerning 

environmental situation around Wislinka phosphogypsum stack is reliable and all the necessary measures 

were implemented. Partners agreed to continue cooperation in exchanging information related to sources 

of negative environmental load in cooperative and open way in the frame of the Working Group PRESSURE. 

The Meeting decided to postpone the deletion of sub Hot Spot 18.1 “Construction of new sewer 

connections” from the HELCOM Hot Spot List until further information exchange and discussion at the 47th 

Meeting of the Heads of Delegation in December 2014. The Meeting took note that Sweden requested a 

study reservation, and that Finland will formulate in writing, by 1 October 2014 to the Secretariat, the 

particular questions to which answers are required in order to consider the deletion of Hot Spot. Russia will 

be ready to respond with additional information as needed by 15 October 2014.  
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The Meeting considered the draft PLC-5.5 final report (document 4-18) and noted that Germany need an 

additional week for finalizing reviewing of the PLC-5.5 and submission of the comments to the Secretariat. 

The Meeting approved in principle publication of the PLC-5.5 once the comments by Germany are received 

and clarified.  

The Meeting considered draft Guidelines for PLC-Water (document 4-21) and took note of a study 

reservation by Russia for national consultations of the final report by 31 October 2014.  

The Meeting took note of the comments by Sweden, Finland and Denmark related to compliance of the 

quality assurance procedures of the PLC-Water to the EU requirements and also comparability to OSPAR.  

The Meeting took note of the comment by Sweden that the guidelines have a new reporting item which 

relates to uncertainty on national data sets. The Meeting further noted the suggestion of Sweden to 

organize a workshop back-to-back with a meeting dealing with LOAD issues to discuss and secure a 

common approach to this reporting.  

The Meeting approved in principle the PLC-Water Guidelines pending the clarification of the study 

reservation by Russia and noting that some further fine-tuning to the guidelines will be made.  

The Meeting found it important to start cooperating more closely with river basin commissions in order to 

engage them in the work on CART and PLC and requested Working Group PRESSURE to consider this at 

their first meeting when developing a working programme.  

The Meeting took note of progress in conversion the HELCOM database of water born nutrient load to the 

new version designed according to PLC-Water Guidelines and development of the Web Application for 

Reporting and Data Quality Assurance and supported the road map of developing web-based PLC reporting 

system. 

The Meeting took note of the information on progress with follow-up of the HELCOM nutrient reduction 

scheme (document 4-17) and supported the roadmap for implementing the MAI-CART follow-up process. 

The Meeting noted that the updating and full operationalization of the MAI-CART follow-up will require 

further work and filling in the knowledge gaps, e.g. regarding transboundary inputs, for which dedicated 

expert resources and a formal arrangement, or a project will need to be established, and requested the 

new Working Group PRESSURE to prioritize this work and come up with a proposal how the work could be 

organized for the HOD 47-2014 meeting in December. 

The Meeting took note of the comment by the EU that measures to implement MAI and CART would 

represent an example of coordinated measures that the Contracting Parties being EU member states take 

as part of their programmes of measures under MSFD. 

The Meeting also took note of the information by Poland that they intend to have the consultation on their 

CART finalized through a decision of the Council of Ministers as part of the programmes of measures under 

MSFD.  

The Meeting considered the revised HELCOM Guidelines for Management of Dredged Material at Sea and 

the draft revised reporting format (document 4-2). Since there were still some minor technical comments 

to the Guidelines, the Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide those technical comments to the 

Secretariat by 24 September 2014.  

The Meeting noted that the draft Guidelines are aligned, as far as applicable, with the respective OSPAR 

Guidelines as well as reporting under the London Convention, and they represent the scientific and 

technical advice on performing dredging.  
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The Meeting welcomed an offer by the co-lead countries Germany and Lithuania to have trilateral 

discussions with Denmark with respect to the applicability of the Guidelines as well as comments they may 

have to the draft.   

The Meeting adopted in principle the revised HELCOM Guidelines for Management of Dredged Material at 

Sea and the draft revised reporting format (document 4-2) pending the clarification of the study reservation 

by Russia for national consultation. Russia has been requested to clarify their study reservation by 31 

October 2014 and inform the Secretariat accordingly.  

The Meeting took note that at this stage Sweden is not in position to report on beneficial use of dredged 

material. 

The Meeting took note of the resolution by the Nordic Council on the use of the Best Available Technology 

(BAT) in wastewater treatment plants (WWTP) in the Baltic Sea (document 6-1) as well as on aquaculture in 

recirculation systems (document 6-2) and thanked for the contribution and noted that HELCOM is working 

on a new Recommendation on aquaculture. 

The Meeting discussed the Provisional Agenda for HELCOM 36-2015 (3-4 March 2015), including the 

possibility to arrange a Stakeholder Conference on 2 March 2015 on the implementation of the Marine 

Litter Action Plan, or other chosen theme (document 7-1) and agreed that marine litter as well as follow-up 

of the MAI/CART scheme could be relevant topics for the Stakeholder Conference. However, the Meeting 

considered it was too early to decide on the topic and that a decision should be taken at the next meeting 

of the Heads of Delegation pending further development of the action plan. 

The Meeting considered holding a High-Level Segment on 3 March as part of the regular Helsinki 

Commission meeting, followed by a Press Conference. The Meeting was of the opinion that it was too early 

to convene a meeting with the aim of producing a new Ministerial Declaration and that there was a need 

for clarification on the purpose and possible form of such a high-level segment. A proposal raised at the 

Meeting was that the high-level segment could take a debate-like form also involving stakeholders. The 

Executive Secretary in consultation with the Chair will provide an amended proposal for the Agenda for 

HELCOM 36-2015 for the next meeting of HOD.  

The Meeting welcomed the offer by Estonia to consider holding the 48th Meeting of the Heads of 

Delegation (HOD 48-2015) in Tallinn, Estonia, and decided that the dates of the meeting will be 10-11 June 

2015.  

The 47th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HELCOM HOD 47-2014) will be held on 9-10 December 2014 

in Helsinki, Finland. 

 

8th meeting of the Group on the Implementation of the Ecosystem approach (GEAR 8-2014), 

7-10 October 2014, Tallinn, Estonia 

Coordination and information related to the implementation of the ecosystem approach and related 
policies 

Programmes of Measures 

The Meeting took note of the information on existing and planned national measures to implement the 
ecosystem approach, especially related to Programmes of Measures (PoMs): 

 Denmark is carrying out a stocktaking of existing measures, carrying out a gap analysis and has 
prepared a zero draft list of possible new measures. Land-based nutrient input measures are 
expected to be covered under WFD RBMP programme of measures. 
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 Estonia: has started with the development of PoM in the frame of a project funded through the EEA 
Grants and Norway Grants. The public consultation is planned to start from April 2015 and last for 6 
months, together with the WFD RBMPs. 

 Finland is in the process of preparing the MSFD PoM proposal. Public consultation on the proposal 
for a PoM is designed to start in January 2015 and continue until the end of March 2015. The hearing 
will be linked to the hearing on the WFD River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs). On 1 October 2014 
Finland has launched proposals for RBMPs for public consultation. The RBMPs will be elemental also 
for the development of the PoM of the MSFD since they contain measures that are crucial for curbing 
input of nutrients and hazardous substances from the catchment area. The RBMPs public 
consultation will continue from 1 October 2014 to 31 March 2015 and the MSFD PoM consultation 
will be linked to it. In the process of drafting the PoM a gap analysis of existing measures, has been 
carried out. A socio-economic analysis method has been developed by scientists and applied with 
the involvement of marine experts and is about to be finalized. The analysis informs on cost-
effeciency and efficiency in filling in the GES gap of proposed measures. About 35 proposed new 
measures went into the socio-economic analysis. Transboundary impacts of the proposed PoM are 
being analysed as part of the national SEA.  

 Germany shared with GEAR 7 an early preliminary draft list of measures and detailed information on 
the procedures and the documentation of national programmes of measures. The measures are 
currently discussed in detail at technical and policy level. A decision on what measures to propose 
for inclusion in the draft programme of measures for the first MSFD cycle is expected by end of the 
year. It is planned that the draft programmes of measures are submitted for formal consultation in 
the federal and coastal state governments in the first quarter of 2015. The six-month public 
consultation process is to start on 1 April 2015 as required by the Federal Water Act. 

 Latvia: Started elaboration of PoMs in a project frame. The project is analyzing the existing measures 
and policy planning documents, BSAP, including their efficiency. The project will elaborate a national 
approach for PoMs by the end of October 2014. The results of this feasibility study will be presented 
for public consultation. Latvia is working actively with development of maritime spatial planning, 
which is considered an important part of PoM. 

 Lithuania: Working on developing PoMs. They are now revising their environmental targets and by 
the end of the year will have a first draft of proposed measures, including some new measures. They 
are also planning an environmental impact assessment of their PoMs. An SEA will be carried out 
nationally. 

 Poland: Still looking for funding for PoMs, but have started a gap analysis. Waiting for input from 
Ministry of agriculture and infrastructure. Will carry out a national SEA. Measures for land based 
inputs will be taken under the WFD RBMPs. Revision of RBMPs in on-going and public consultation 
will start in November 2014. 

 Sweden: Preparing for a public consultation on PoM components eutrophication and hazardous 
substances in 1 November 2014. A second consultation will start in February 2015 on biodiversity, 
underwater noise and marine litter descriptors. Sweden also aims to take into account measures and 
goals set out in the BSAP but focuses on the national environmental quality standards. 

 EC: Development of reporting of Programmes of Measures is on-going. It is linked to WFD reporting 
to reduce double reporting and makes connections between the two processes. Measures are 
aggregated under key types of measures, e.g. pressures. Information about individual measures is 
following the structure of WFD reporting and can be linked to national factsheets.  

The Meeting considered the proposed revision of the BSAP follow-up system (document 3-1 and 3-1-Att.1, 
Presentation 2), and noted that it is suggested that the revised system should be based on agreed indicators, 
follow-up questions and aggregation rules.  

The Meeting welcomed the development of the simple indicator-based system to follow-up the 
implementation of actions of the BSAP. The Meeting underlined that in addition to being a part of the joint 
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documentation of PoMs the system should make clear links also to the MSFD so that it can also serve HELCOM 
Contracting Parties also being EU members as an interim follow-up of measures in 2018. The Meeting 
endorsed the further development by the Secretariat of the indicator-based follow-up system and noted that 
the revised system and an updated assessment will be ready by end of 2015.  

The Meeting was of the view that detailed follow-up of results of actions as presented in document 3-1, i.e. 
the effectiveness of implemented measures, should be clearly linked to the development of pressure 
indicators and thus also linked to HOLAS II. The Meeting supported the proposal to consult with relevant 
HELCOM WGs to identify those measures that are suitable to follow-up in terms of their effectiveness and 
invited the Secretariat to present further details of this stage of the follow-up system at a later time for 
further consideration.  

The Meeting welcomed the results of the work of IG PoM, agreed to change the title of the joint report to 
Joint document of regional coordination of Programmes of Measures to clearly differentiate from National 
PoMs, and supported the further development of a joint documentation according to the ToR presented in 
document 3-4. 

The European Commission supported the efforts made for regional cooperation and appreciated the 
approach to divide measures into national and joint measures as well as additional measures to be brought 
up in other international fora (EU, IMO, etc.).  

The Meeting discussed the purpose of the joint report on PoMs and reiterated that a “roof report” is referring 
to a joint product that is directly used as a main element of reporting. Based on this definition the Meeting 
concluded that the joint regional documentation on measures as presented in document 3-4 is not being 
developed as a roof report but instead it serves to document how the countries are cooperating regarding 
measures. 

The Meeting discussed how to regard the HELCOM recommendations and other HELCOM measures in the 
joint documentation and noted that these will be documented as contributing to reaching of GES with an 
understanding that it is up to the Contracting Parties to report on the measures they are implementing 
nationally to reach their national targets.  

The Meeting noted that timetables of national consultations of PoM differ - in some countries national 
consultations will start soon while in others not until the latter part of 2015 thus leaving limited room for 
coordination of new measures. 

The Meeting took note of the presentation by EU clarifying that the national reporting of measures under 
MSFD Article 13 will follow a detailed list of questions to be responded in fact sheets and that the measures 
should be linked to national environmental targets while MSFD reporting on the regional process is only 
required at a general level. However, countries have the option to develop joint fact sheets for measures that 
are coordinated at the regional level. 

The Meeting underlined that the joint documentation should aim at providing information for the general 
question regarding the regional coordination process in the MSFD reporting but recognized that there is 
limited scope for joint fact sheets.  

The Meeting considered and discussed the contents for the different topics to be included in the joint 
documentation and agreed to continue addressing all 10 topics outlined in document 3-4 with the following 
comments: 

- Input of nutrients; that the possibility to propose and agree on new measures has to be investigated 
in 2015.  

- Inputs of synthetic and non-synthetic contaminants and systematic and/or intentional release of 
substances; an investigation into the needs for joint actions and development of joint approaches 
for environmental targets for reduction of inputs of contaminants should be carried out. Thereafter 
it will be possible to decide whether there are grounds for proposing joint actions. Areas of interest 
for joint actions could be transboundary atmospheric inputs of e.g. mercury and dioxins. 



  PRESSURE 1-2014, 3-2 
 

 

Page 9 of 11 
 

- Accidental pollution; that development of the mentioned Action plan in document 3-4 by 2015 is not 
yet decided upon and that one of the identified gaps has been related to a lack of the methodology 
to assess oil pollution. 

- Conservation, restoration and reintroduction of species; should also include reference to HELCOM 
Recommendation 34E-1 “Safeguarding important bird habitats and migration routes in the Baltic Sea 
from negative effects of wind and wave energy production at sea” and also consider measures 
outside MPAs 

- Selective extraction and incidental by-catch of species; noting that lack of data in particular on by-
catch is still a big challenge, therefore any possible plans for measures should be revisited in 2015. 
The Meeting agreed to approach third parties e.g. ICES, BSAC, BALTFISH, and point out the lack of 
data and the need to develop measures and improve data collection for the future which should be 
achieved through the DCF. 

- Introduction of NIS; noting that the development of an action plan has been agreed and that 
MARITIME should be asked whether the time-plan is realistic. 

- Input of energy including underwater noise; noting that focus in the short-term should be on starting 
monitoring on noise and building sufficient knowledge and data base.  

The Meeting agreed that the work on the joint documentation should be carried out in a staged approach 
with the preparation of state of play report in December 2014 to be available for feeding into the national 
consultations. The state of play report should be filled in as far as possible and e.g. refer to HELCOM acquis, 
the implementation status of the BSAP based on available information and describe the scope of the 
upcoming components for coordination and joint action to be further explored in 2015.  

The Meeting agreed in principle to use the template presented in Annex 3 of document 3-4 to present the 
information on each topic addressed in the joint documentation, removing the question regarding costs of 
measures.  

The Meeting agreed that a stock-taking of measures should be initiated as soon as possible to support the 
overall coordination process on Programmes on Measures. The stock-taking exercise will be carried by filling 
the tables already available on the IG PoM workspace under the coordination of lead countries (paragraph 
3.17), however noting that not all countries will be able to inform on new measures in autumn 2014. It was 
underlined that the information exchange on planned measures is a continuous process and fundamental to 
enable coordination. 

The Meeting further agreed that the final documentation will be completed by the end of 2015, to be 
available for use as a regional contribution to EU Member States in their reporting to the European 
Commission. In the final report a stock-taking of existing and new measures should be carried out for all 
topics addressed.  

The Meeting welcomed the offers from the Contracting Parties to Lead the topics of the joint report and 
facilitate the coordination as follows: 

- Sweden: underwater noise. 

- Poland: Inputs of synthetic and non-synthetic contaminants and systematic and/or intentional 
release of substances  

- Lithuania: Introduction of non-indigenous species 

- Germany: Input of Litter; and support for Spatial protection measures, and to support any Lead on 
the topic Conservation, restoration and reintroduction of species. 

- Finland: Nutrient inputs and will explore the possibility to take the lead for Spatial protection 
measures 

- Estonia: Physical loss and damage to the seafloor 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%208-2014-141/MeetingDocuments/3-4%20Proposal%20for%20terms%20of%20reference%20for%20the%20regional%20coordination%20of%20programmes%20of%20measures.pdf
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- Secretariat and IG PoM Chair will cooperate on accidental pollution; the Secretariat will provide the 
HELCOM aquis and information on ongoing HELCOM activities while the IG PoM Chair will coordinate 
the stock-taking of measures.  

The Meeting noted that for the agreed topics “Selective extraction of species and by-catch” and 
“Conservation, restoration and reintroduction of species” there is no offer on Lead Contracting Party. The 
Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to consider if they are ready to take on a Leading role and information 
the Secretariat as soon as possible. 

The Meeting welcomed the offer by the Secretariat to fill the agreed template of the joint documentation 
with information on impacts of threatened species and biotopes as contained in the latest HELCOM Red Lists 
as well as information on the HELCOM acquis and the link to HELCOM state indicators.  

The Meeting agreed that the role of Lead countries will be firstly to coordinate the stock taking exercise and 
fill in as many fields in the agreed template as possible not covered by the Secretariat by 28 November. IG 
PoM will convene a Skype meeting on 12 December to review the information with the view of having the 
state of play report completed in December 2014. The Meeting noted that Sweden will initiate the public 
consultation on eutrophication and hazardous substance by 1 November will thus not be able to make use 
of the draft report in its first consultation.  

The Meeting took note of the CCB proposal on SEA directive and Espoo Convention requirements in MSFD 
Programme of Measures as contained in document 3-2 and recalled the Outcome of HOD 46-2014 inviting 
GEAR to consider possible steps on the flexible solution to consider cross-border issues of Programmes of 
Measures. 

The Meeting was informed that all Contracting Parties being EU Member States plan to make a national SEA, 
however noting that in Lithuania it has not yet been decided on. The Meeting recalled that an assessment of 
transboundary impacts is an inherent component of the SEAs. 

The Meeting agreed that an English summary should be prepared when national PoMs are taken forward for 
public consultation and shared in a suitable way. The Meeting further agreed that the summaries, as a 
minimum, should include a list of new measures in the national PoMs and a summary of the transboundary 
impacts of the national PoMs identified in the national SEAs as well as national contact persons for further 
information in each Contracting State. 

The Meeting proposed the following way to take further the issue of international information sharing and 
consultations: 

- active information exchange on national PoMs through IG PoM  

- to consider the possibility to convene a meeting, possibly as an ad hoc workshop, with all HELCOM 
Contracting Parties participating to discuss the transboundary impacts jointly e.g. in mid-2015 

- to use a bilaterial consultation approach as appropriate, as already planned e.g. by Sweden and 
Finland, and Sweden and Denmark 

The Meeting agreed that further arrangements of consultations related to transboundary impacts should be 
discussed by GEAR, while continuous information sharing on national PoMs will be in the realm of IG PoM. 

Activities of relevant HELCOM projects and processes 

Development of a core set of HELCOM indicators  

The Meeting took note of the outcome of CORESET II 2-2014 (document 4-2), the follow-up of linking 
Contracting Parties national indicators to HELCOM core indicators including the proposal from Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania to reconsider some of the core indicators agreed at HOD 41-2013 (documents 4-1 and 4-1-
Rev.1) and the Danish appraisal of applicability of HELCOM–OSPAR monitoring indicators (document 4-3) 
(Presentation 4), as presented by Ms. Lena Avellan, Project Manager of CORESET II.  

The Meeting proposed that all Contracting Parties would provide comments to the indicators, similarly to the 
Danish appraisal (document 4-3), to allow for communication between Task Managers, national experts not 
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involved in CORESET II as well as relevant experts on the national management level to resolve any potential 
concerns.  

The Meeting concluded that there will be some HELCOM core indicators where monitoring will not be 
ecologically relevant to be carried out by all countries and that this needs to be clearly reflected in the 
indicator report. The Meeting welcomed the work on assessment units in this context and noted that defining 
which assessment units the indicator applies to is an important task for TMs to carry out within CORESET II. 

The Meeting welcomed the information that the work on hazardous substance indicators has progress and 
that several hazardous substances experts participated in CORESET II 2-2014 and worked on the 
recommendations in the outcome of the meeting and also began planning the next meetings and deadlines 
for the remaining work.  

The Meeting agreed that work on HELCOM hazardous substances indicators should be aligned with the 
implementation of the Environmental Quality Standards Directive. 

Second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) 

The Meeting noted that HELCOM HOD 46-2014 approved the project description for HOLAS II.  

The Meeting agreed to come back to the discussion of HOLAS II project at the next meeting of GEAR. 

 

 


